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WILL USE NEGROES.

Contracto=s to Employ 5000 on Pan-
ama Canal

William J. Oliver and Anson M.
Bangs, the contractors who will pos-
sibly build the Panama canal, are
waiting for the isthmian canal com-
mission to take actio: on the propo-
sition they presented Saturday to
construct the canal for 6.75 per cent
of the total cost. There seems to be
no doubt that the canal commission
will within a few days make the
award. The proposal of the Oliver-
Bangs combination. is now being
carefully scrutinized by T. P. Shonts,
chairman of the commission, and
Richard R. Rodgers, general counsel

When the conclusion is reached
and the contract formally executed,
Mr. Oliver and Mr. Bangs will set in
motion the great machine with which
they will build the canai. Mr, Oliver
will go to the isthmus at once to
superintend this work, the largest and
most important ever given a contrac-
tor. The contractors will take over
the whole plant owned by the gov-
ernment in Panama and wili at once
begin shipping additiomal materials to
the isthmus. They must, in accord-
ance with the terms of the contract,
begin actual work within sixty days
from the execution of the contract.

Five thousand southern mnegroes
will be taken to Panama by Mr. Oli-
ver. The conditions in Panama are
somewhat similar to those in some
southern states, where Mr. Oliver has
done much work, and he is doubtless
more familiar with the methods of
handling negro labor than any other
contractor in the United States. As
practically the whole working force
in Panama is black—that is, the force
actually behind the picks and shovels
-~—~Mr. Oliver perhaps will be well
equipped. Mr. Oliver will take with
him a great force of white steam
shovel men, superintendents, foremen
subbosses and the like. These will
come from the employes of the Oliv-
er interests in the United States.
They like Mr. Oliver, will come from
the south, where they have been
working with negro labor, and it is
declared that they will not find
trouble in pushing the black man for-
ward at a rapid pace in making the
dirt fly.

Anti-Lobby Legislation.

The anti-lobbyists that are spring-
mg up in legislatures everywhere in-
dicate a healthy and honorable revul-
sion from an abuse that is hoary with |
age, but discredited by honesty. Yet
at best it is an imperfect remedv for
legislative corruption. The death blow
to the pernicious lobby must come
from the presence of sterling integ-
rity in the Legislature itself.

It is a melancholy fact, however,
that the formal exclusion of lobbyists
from the privileges of the House or
Senate floor or from active presence
about the State House is calculated
to reach persons with worthy aims
and not so much to reach the danger-
ous and corrupt agencies at which
proposed legislation is really directed
In the main, th: citizens who go
openly to the Legislature and seek
conferences with members are inter-
sted in legislation they believe to be
meritorious and legislation that usu-
ally is merntorious. Such causes as
temperance and criminological reform
railroad and labor legislation, sani-
tation and charitable institutions, bal-
lot reform, and tax reform are urged
upon members at the State House
The anti-reform and corruption en-
terprises usually work under cover.
Their directive agents are at the lead-
ing hotels, or in clubs, or In offices
where they arrange to meet the mem-
bers they hope to influence. Often
these deals are consummated not at
Indianapolis at all, but at Chicago or
elsew’ ere,

A in-Urite and effective avenue of
appv.ach to the Legislature is
through the State officers. There is
no other way in which members can
be so deftly and potently influrnced
Governors, auditors, attorneys gener-
al, etc., specially if resourceful and
masterful men ,are usually In such po-
session of information as to the mem-
bers’ ambitions, desires, needs and
propensities that they can be enlisted
in special causes, through appeal to
their own plans for strengthening
themselves or forwarding measures
that seem to them important.

The most dangerous and powerful
lobbyist is not he who goes openly
to the State House and tatks his ideas
freely to members there. It is the
man who holds secret conferences
with the members or with his agents
at dinners in private rooms of Indi-
anapolis or Chicago hotels.—Indian-
apolis Star.

Death of Mrs. O'Keefe.

Amna Maria Wilson was born in
Butler county, Ohio, in 1831, and died
at her home in Plymouth, Indiana,
Jan. 17, 1907. She was married in
Cincinnati, Ohio, in 1849, to Timothy
O'Keefe, who died January 22, 1809
She with her family came to Mar-
shall county in 1871 and resided here

until her death. She was the motherh

of eight children five of whom sur-
vive her. They are William and Tim-
othy O'Keefe, Mrs. Kate Sester and
Miss Mary O'Keefe of this city, and
Mrs. Hahn of Indianapolis. She also
leaves several grand children and
many friends who had known her as
an excellent woman during her long
residence near this city.

Funeral at the Catholic church
Saturday morning at nine o'clock.
Services conducted by Rev. Father

Looks Like Lobby.

Nothing more than oratory and rid-
icule followed the effort of Mr. Elliott
of St. Joseph, to obtain a suspension
of rules in the House Wednesday for
the immediate passage ol his bill,
drawn along lines recommended by
the Governor, to compel lobbyists to
register with the Secretary of State.
Opposition from the Republican side
as well as the Democratic side sur-
prised Elliott, and he withdrew his
motion before a test vote had been
taken.

Representatives of “special i=ter
ests,” meantime, sat around the edges
and smiled.

The first intimation of opposition
to the anti-lobby bill came from the
Democratic side.

“I'd like to ask if that bill is intro-
duced by request,” said Mr. Cravens,
in the most innocent voice possible,
when 1t was introduced.

“It’s mine only,” declared Mr. El-
liott, and the reading clerk read it.

When Mr. Elliott moved the sus-
pension of rules, Mr. Cravens object-
ed on the ground that the measure
was too important for such hasty ac-
tion,

“I regret to hear hum say,” said Mr.

Condo, “that the members of the mi-
nority side are not familiar with this
bill. It was printed in full in the
newspapers a few days ago. The ma-
jority is familiar with it.”
“Are we dependant upon the news-
papers? demanded Mr. Hoham(Dem.)
“For me, I'll never vote upon a meas-
ure that I have not read, digested and
fully understand. There are no lob-
byists ‘here. If there are I have not
been so fortunate as to see thom. If
they show up here they'll be treated
as was Cigarette Baker two years
ago.” The members applauded.

Mr. Edwards (Rep.) of Mitchell,
surprised the House and brought
cheers from the minority side by say-
ing:

“I heartily indorse the remarks of
the gentleman from Jefferson (Crav-
ens.) The House is not ready to sus-
pend the rules for a bill of so little
merit so early in the session.

“If there are members here who
fear they will be corrupted within
the mext few days they should re-
main at home until the danger is
over.”

Mr. Elliott, of Fayette county, sug-
gested a high board fence ana a spec-
ial guard for weak-kneed members
who, he said ,migh* need such a meas
are for their protection.

Mr. Elliott, of St. Joseph county,
speaking for his bill, said:

“My idea was to have the bill,
which, I take it everybody under-
stands, passed before the House be-
came engaged in the heavier and
more important duties of the session.”

Mr. Scholl, of Camden, moved that
the motion to suspend the rules be
laid on the table. He withdrew his
motion a moment later ana Mr. El-
liott withdrew his motion for suspen-
sion of the rules. The bill was re-
ferred to the committee on rights
and privileges.

Will Begin Criminal Suits.

Terre Haute, Ind, Jan. 2:.—Crim-
mal prosecution of the railroad’s om-
cials, as well as damages from the
company, was determined here today
by relatives of the dead and by sur-
vivors of the explosion which ae-
molished a Big Four passenger train
and a freight train at Sandford Satur-
day night.

To the county prosecutor it was
represented that the State law gov-
erning the handling of explosives was
violated by the railroad, and that

{ criminal carelessness was shown in

the manner in which the death-deal-
ing shipment was packed.

The prosecutor has promised a rig-
id investigation and warrants for the
offenders if criminality is shown.
Coroner Leavitt began an inquest to
day.

It is now believed that the car con-
tained mitroglycerin, though its com
plete destruction makes the theory
impossible of proof, at least at pres-
ent,

Two of the injured died today,
bringing the total number of known
dead up to twenty-cight! It is not
certain, however, whether all the pas-
sengers have yet been accounted for,
and more bodies may still be found
Four more deaths are expected
among the injured.

The Senate Was Frightened

The Senate has had a streak oi
economy. It has eliminated from the
House legislative, executive and ju
dicial appropriation bill the provision
for increasing the salaries of Viee
President, speaker and cabinet mem
bers from $8,000 to $12,000 a year.

If the House had not got frighten-
ed when the time came to vote on
the proposal to increase the pay of
members of Congress by 50 per cent,
and if the country had not complain-
ed loudly of the proposed increase.
the senators would no doubt have as-
sented to the increase of their own
salaries, and then they would not
have thought of striking out of the
bill the further appropriation for in-
creased pay for the cabinet members

Down on His Associates.

Because his wife, to whom he was
married in 1900, persisted in allowing
the house to go for a period of eigh-
teen months without being renovated,
during which time bed bugs accumu-
lated until the sleep of the plaintiff
was one protracted nightmare and
about as pleasant as sleeping on a
bed of thistles, Thomas Williams fil-
ed suit in the circuit court for a di-

: Interment in the Catholic
m. Y :

vorce.—Bluffton Banner.

A Letter From Texas.
Stratiord, Texas, Jan. 19, '07.
Editor Tribune:

I promised a number of friends to
let them hear from me here and will
ask to answer all at once through
The Tribune. There was a party of
ten from Plymouth with as many
more from adjacent counties. We
got out of Chicago at 6:30 of the 15th
on the third securon there being a
fourth to follow. The six inch lay of
snow remained the same half way
across Kansas and in western Kansas
I saw what 1 have heard of so much,
the sleet covering telegraph wires so
thickly that they broke down. The
wires were fully an inch thick—in-
cluding the ice. The weather was
gloomy until we passed Pratt, Kan-
sas when the fog cleared and at
Hooker, Oklahoma it was like a fine,
clear April day. We arrived at Strat-
ford at 3:30 Thursday and found
everything all I had expected includ-
ing a stiff prairie breeze. I began to
feel the softness of the air from the
middle of Kansas on and here it is
fine. This morning we had our trip
cut off by a genuine northwester
which lasted nearly two hours but
now—an hour afterward—the sun is
peeping through and the snow is fast
disappearing. We passed through
Missouri in the daytime and if the
balance is like four-fifths of the little
portion [ saw, I wouldn't thank wny
best friend to “show me” further. We
drove with the Standard Land Co.
about forty people in carriages south-
west of the city seven miles, swing-
ing eight miles to the northeast and
back, thirty miles of a drive and [
saw the prettiest lay of fine, rich
prairie that I ever saw, and I have
seen some of the best too. They raise
all crops raised in the north except
corn, but they have substitutes for
that, nearly as good, which are much
easier raised. I saw one field from
which forty bushels and one peck of
wheat per acre was raised. A man
who is fully qualified for farming
feels hampered here on a quarter sec-
tion, The land company’s people have
not overdrawn the picture one par-
ticle unless there are hidden pitfalls,
and if this is the case they are hidden
on the open prairie.

The dirt from postholes all looks
alike—a chocolate colored, waxy rich
loam. We saw men plowing several
places, most of the country being the
native buffalo grass sod, which can
be plowed with our common plows
and three horses. The horses are not
good and those coming here would
do well to bring horses. Much of
the farm machincry is the same as
owrs. Nearly half of our company
yesterday were from Indiana and the
first thing in the morning a young
man from Posey county bought 440
acres one mile south of town for $20
an acre, which was the finest bargain
I saw, but several other sales were
made of quanter and half sections for
less money and some farther out.

I guess 1 have taken space enough
and will say in closing that the trip
is worth the cost and will please the
most skeptical. [ bought ticket to
Amarillo and will come home via Ok-
lahoma City and St. Louls Intending
now to reach home about Feb. 10

F. M. McCrory,

Disease and Death in December.

The monthly Bulletin of the State
Board of Health for December says:

Bronchitis and tonsilitis were the
most prevalent diseases. Pneumonia
caused 408 deaths as against 347 in
the same month last year. Diphtheria
existed in epidemic form in 12 Jocal-
ities during the month. It was report-
ed as present in 50 counties and 443
cases were recorded with 67 deaths
The city rate for this disease was 45.6
and the country 155 per 100,000. 493
cases of smallpox were reported from
19 counties with on death. Said
death occurred in Marion county. Ty-
phoid fever was reported present in
30 counties. There were 439 cases in
all with 79 deaths. The city rate of
this disease was 34 and the country 35
per 100,000

Tuberculosis wrought its usual de-
struction killing 329, 293 being caused
by the pulmonary form. The death
rate of all cities was 157 and of the
country 11.6. The six larger cities
present the following death rates:

Wayne 15.6, Muncie 17.8, South Bend
149, Terre Haute 24.

Dark Day at Pittsburg.

Daylight was not seen in Pittsburg
during the thirty-six hours ending
Friday evening. Known throughout
the country for its “dark days”, Jan
18 is recorded in the history of that
city as the darkest day and the only
day in which daylight has not been
seen for a few hours at least

The phenomenon is attributed to
the warm weather fog and smoke
from the mills and manufacturing
plants, coupled with absence of wind
that would carry off the obstructions
to light. Stores, offices, factories and
dwellings were illuminated as at
night, and but for the tim« as shown
by clocks and timepieces it might
well have been theater-goirg hour at
any time during the day.

Pension for Soldier Woman,

The entire Indiana delegation in
congress will unite this week to se-
cure the passage of a bill giving
Mrs. Elizabeth Finman of Greens-
burg, Ind., a pension of $30 a month
Mrs. Finnan cnjoys the unuswal dis-
tinction of having served through
the war as a soldier. She donned
male attire and performed a number
of deeds of beroism. She is now con-
fronted by direst poverty. Her casc
will be the first of its kind ever pre-

sented to congress.

to be taken. He recited-the Biblical

Indianapolis 17.9, Evancville 14, Ft.

ANTI-HANGING BILL KILLED.

Capital Punishment Will be Meted
Qut to Indiana Murderers.

Representative Condo’s bill abol-
ishing capital punishment met
death in the Lower house Monday
very soon after it had passed to sec-
ond reading. It was killed on the mo-
tion of Representative Cravens of the
minority side.

The bill made it illegal to inflict
the death penalty on murderers in In-
diana. It was one of the reform
measures urged by Governor Hanly
in his message to the Legislature. It
was said the Governor hoped to save
the lives of four condemned men now
in prison. The Governor has long
opposed capital punishment and Rep-
resentative Condo, knowing that he
had a strong ally in his fight against
this system of punishment, had felt
that his bill had an excellent show
of becoming a law.

The debate for and against the bill
was listened to by well-fillled galler-
ies. The bill was before the House
on the report of the Committee on
Criminal Code, recommending its
passage. The report of the committee
was made last week and action on
the report was postponed until Mon-
day afternoon.

Representative Condo led the de-
bate in favor of his measure.. The
friends of the bill and those against
it made frequent references to the
Scriptures in support of their argu-
ments.

“1 contend,” said Mr. Condo, “that
there is no distinction between the
execution of a murderer by the State
and the execution of an individual
citizen by another.”

The speaker depicted the horrors
of pricon life. “Death,” he said, “is
a release from punishment.” He held
that people do not fear death as they
used to fear it. The increasing num-
ber of suicides, he asserted, would
support this contention. “We are liv-
ing a death sentence every moment
of our lives,” he continued "Is il
punishment to you and me to Le un-
der that sentence? No, because we
know that it is bound to come. |
maintain that there is absolutely no
punishment in the death sentence. It
does not blot out crime; it does not
restore the victim."

The speaker declared that to inflict
the death penalty is to moek Chris-
tianity. He said the State, in the
execution of a murderer, transgresses
the law of the Scripture which says
that no man knows when hii life is

its

story of Cain and Abel, recalling. that
the Lord did not say to Cain, “You
shall die,” but instead banished him
from society. The speaker alluded
to the scriptural passage, “Whoso
sheds man’s blood, by man so shall
his blood be shed.”

“They do not comply with that
passage in Indiana,” said Condo.
“Why? because when you execute a
man you do not shed one drop of
blood. His neck is broken. Then th's
passage is violated when you convict
a man of manslaughter and send him
to prison.”

“If capital punishment wnas pre-
scribed in the Old Testament,” as-
serted the speaker, “it was abolished
in the New."”

Representative Fruechtenicht of
Allen county spoke against the bill
He declared that capital punishment
is a menace to those who would com-
mit murder and serves as a restralnt
Representative Brown or the minor-
ity spoke in support of the commit-
tee's report. He said he favored the
bill. Representative Garrard of the
minority took the other side.

Mr. Carmichaels of Delaware coun-
ty, said that while it is a fearful thing

to take human life the man who goss
out and deliberately commits murder

forfeits his right to live. Mr. Car-
michael is a minister and his remarks
were given close attention and he
was frequently applauded.

The bill then passed to second
reading, but survived only a few min-
utes. It was killed on the motion of
Representative Cravens that  the
measure be indefinitely postponed,
the vote being 48 to 30.

More Work for the Republican Coun-
cil,

When public sentiment s once
aroused it is wonderful how quickly
the evils of a community can be cor-
rected, as for instance, the slot ma-
chine craze, since that has been dis-
posed of to the satisfaction of the
majority of the citizens of Plymouth,
we would like to call the attenion of
the Republican council to an evil
much more injurious than the slot ma
chine, which is being overlooked by
the mayor and marshal You will
remember that soon after election the
order for Sunday closing of saloons
went into effect and was strictly
obeyed, with but a very few excep-
tions as it was only intended for a
purpose it lasted for only a short
time. It has now reached a point
where the wviolators feel so secure
from interference that the stairways
and hallways are lined with men and
boys going and coming where beer
and whisky is openly sold in violation
of the law. A firm stand by the Re-
publican council assisted by the law
abiding citizens will compel the may-
or and marshal to do their duty.

Speaks for 50,000 Negroes.
Speaking for the 50,000 negroes
which comprise its membership the
Grand Council of the National Indus-
trial Association of America adopted
a resolution indorsing President
Roosevelt's action in dismissing the

An Income Tax for New York.

The state of New York has revised
or materially changed its system of
taxation more frequently perhaps,
than any other state in the union.

It has created a number of com-
missions, first and last, to investigate
the subject profoundly ana discover,
if possible, a thoroughly scientific sys
tem. One of these commissions was
headed by the late David A. Wells,
who made an elaborate report which
was more scientific than the legislat-
ure could grapple with, and it was
almost entirely ignored.

The state now has a tax commis-
sion which was appointed by Gover-
nor Higgins last year and is supposed
to have been working out the scien-
tific problem once myore. It met last
Saturday to complete its report,
which has been foreshadowed in one
respect. It will recommend a pro-
gressive income tax. The counsel for
the commission has already prépared
a bill for such a tax the passage of
which it is believed the commission
will recommend.

It has been given out that the bill
provides for laying a tax on all in-
comes exceeding $500 per annum,
The tax proposed on every income up
to and including $10,000 is 1 per cent
on the excess over $500, 2 per cent on
the excess over $10,000 up to $25,000
5 per cent on the excess over $25,000
up to $50,000 up to $100,000, 15 per
cent on the excess over $100,000 up
to $200,000 and 20 per cent on all in
excess of $200,000.

Persons whose incomes exceed the
exempt $300 are required to file state-
ments of the amount and sources of
their incomes—wages, salaries, fees,
commissions and from all sorts of se-
curities arfd investments. The total is
subject to reducti n to the amount
falling due within the year on the
taxpayers’ indebtedness, if any.

A uniform income tax is about the
fairest of taxes that can be devised
or would be if the incomes of all
could be ascertained with certainty.
Yet, though this is beyond reasonable
dispute, it has always been found dif-
ficult, at least in this country, to get

correct returns from taxpayers or
fair assessments in default of returns

Bankrupt Isn’t a Bankrupt.

Joseph Leeson, of Garrett, was ad
judgd a bankrupt in 1904. His lawyers
neglected to have him discharged as a
bankrupt within a year from the time
he went into Lankruptcy, as the law
prescribes and now some of his cred-
 itors ar suing hm for the full amount
of their claims and will get them.

e peculiar part of it ail is that Lee-
son’s attorneys who had him declared
a bankrupt are now bringing ithe suoits
to make him pay his old claims in
full. For Leeson’s neglect to apply
to be discharged as a bankrupt the
whole bankrupt proceedings are ren-
dered null and void. It is said that
there are dozens of men in Northern
Indiana who have gone through bank-
rupt proceedings and settled with
their creditors for a few cen's on the
dollar and neglected to petition for
discharge as bankrupts and thus vail
ed the entire proceedings. The Gar
rett case is expected to put some of
the creditors of other bankrupts wise
and some other gentlemen may now
be called upon to settle in full in
other towns of this section of the
state.

A Blue Pencil Needed.

Basing the figures on the number
of persons enrolled in the Indiana
institution for the deal and dumb,
and the demand made upon the legis-
lature by its management, it is esti-
matd that if a very large per cent of
the people of the state were thus af-
flicted, the entire state of Indiana
would have to be knocked down at
sheriff's sale in order to raise the
money to erect school buildings and
dormitories. It would, if the same
equipment were required to provide
for the education of a normal child
that is asked in behalf of the deaf
and dumb, necessitate an investment
of two and a half billion dollars. It
would seem thst the authorities of
the Indiana institution for the deaf
and dumb might hold some profitable
sessions with their architect’'s draw-
ings and a large blue pencil.—Marion
Chronicle.

The Corn Show.

Prizes aggregating $300 and rib-
bons were awarded at the Purdue
University corn show at Lafayette
Friday, There was a great rush to
get into the corn school but the
doors were not opened until all the
ribbons had been tied on the winning
corn, and then fully 1,000 persons
thronged through the exhibit hall of
the corn school. The judge, A. H.
Winters of Winona, 111, awarded the
premiums.

The state was divided into five sec-
tions. In section one, which included
Marshall county, the awards were as
follows: Yellow corn: First, Grant
Hayden, Lowell; second, W. D. Lit-
tlejohn, Kentland; third, P. E. Hud-
son, Lima; fourth, Moses Sigo, Rem-
ington. White corn: First, S. V. Gor.
don, Rochester. Mixed corn: First,
P. E. Hudson, Lima; second, G.
Graverson, Bremen.

Cigarette Fiends Discharged.

The Chicago, Burlington & Quincy
has handed the cigarette fiend a stiff
blow in the form of an ofiicial cir-
cular recently issued. It announces
that any employe found smoking cig-
arettes will be promptly discharged.
They have ascertained to their satis-
faction that a cigarette fiend cannot,
or does not, perform his duties in as
satisfactory a manner as does the

negro soldiers at Brownsville.

other fellow.

[ The Salton Sea.
What to do about the Salton Sea

is a problem which Congress must
decide in the next few weeks or never
President Roosevit has sent in an
emergency message describing the
situation and telling a remarkable
story of a struggle between man and
nature now holding the upper hand.

The Imperial Valley of San Diego
County, California, also known as
the Salton Sink, lies below sea level
and also about 200 feet blow the level
of the Colorado river which flows
along its eastern side. The valley is
protected by low hills which extend
as far as the Mxican border, but there
end. Irrigation has been the grea:
need of the valley, and a few years
ago a private company undrtook to
supply it by leading the water of the
river around the southern end of the
hills and through Mexico back into
California. The company rejoiced in
huge profits, which its official pock-
ted instead of using for permanent
irrigation works. With what the pres-
ident calls “criminal negligence,” no
controlling works were erected at the
river where the cut was made, and
when the floods came the river tore
through its soft banks and began to
flow into Salton country. To save
its tracks the Southern Pacific Rail-
road Company spent $2,000,000 and
patched up the bank, finishing the
work Nov. 4 last. A month later
came a rise in the river, which tore
the levees out again., With the
spring floods such a breach will be
made that enormous expenditures
will be necssary to save the valley
from being turned into an inland
lake, if, indeed, there will be any
hope of saving it.

The president urges that the rights
of the Brinte improvement company
be acquired on reasonable terms, tha:
$1,000,000 be appropriated for work
in building permanent levees, and
that funds be provided for an irr'ga-
tion scheme on a huge scale.

He estimates that 700,000 acres of
land “as fertile as the Nile Valley”
can be reclaimed, and he illustrates
‘the importance of the work by point-
ing out that the entire producing
area of southern California is only
about 250,000 acres. The land will
support he thinks, from 330,000 to
500,000 people, and the land values
alone, under proper protection,
should be worth from $35,000,000 o
$70,000,000. '

Women County Superintendent.

In many states women are chosen
| county superintendents of schools.
Thirteen of the best counties in Illi-
nois have women superintendents and
we may have several in Indiana after
next June.

In accordance with an opinion
handed down by Attorney General
Miller on inquiry of State Superin-
tendent Fassett A. Cotton a woman
is eligible to the office of County
Superintendent. The opinion is based
lon the following found in section
6031, Burns’ statutes of 1901: “Any
woman, married or single of the age
of 21 years and upwards, and posses-
sing the qualifications prescribed for
men, shall be eligible to any office un-
Jder the géneral or specific school
laws of the state” -

“My opinion is that the county sup-
erintendent falls within the purview
of the last cited section,” says the at-
torney general. “While the State con-
stitution in section 154 rquires that
no person shall be elected or appoint-
ed as county officer who shall not be
an elector of the county, yet I do not
construe the term ‘county superin-
tendent’ as being included in county
officers.

Arrogance Rebuked.

Some of the Indianapolis papers
already begun their self-imposed task
of telling the members of the Indiana
General assembly what they should
do and what leave undone. The unsel-
fish devotion of some of the publica-
tions is beautiful to behold. They ap-
pear to imagine that they are the self
appointed guardians of the 150 mem-
bers of the legislature, and act ac-
cordingly. It is possible there may
be some members in that body who
hold to the idea that the General As-
sembly is fully capable of managing
its owr: business, without so much of
this gratuitous advice from the local
press. If they fail, then will be ample
time for the newspapers to take upon
themselves the burden of directing
the course of the legislature upon all
matters relating to the general wel-
fare of our people.—Lafayette Lead-
er.

Too Poor to Take Paper.

We heard on the streets the other
day of a man who claimed he was
too poor to take his vome paper, but
all the same he read a notice in one
of the city papers telling how to
keep a horse from slobbering and
sent $1.50 for the receipt. When the
$1.50 worth of information came it
said: “Learn your horse how to spit.”
The man who pretends he is too
poor to take his home paper is usual-
ly the same individual who is con-
tinually getting goldbricked.

Attacked by a Snake,

While in the woodshed at the rear
of Mrs. Nancy Kime's residence, 126
North Sixth Street, Miss Minnie
Gephart, was attacked by a large
snake. She screamed for help, but
before assistance arrived the snake
had escaped. How the reptile got in
the woodshed is a mystery. It lashed
Miss Gephart several times and she
was badly frightened —Goshen Dem-

Forest Giants Once Here.
Negotiations for the sale of the 400
acre Elder tract of timber near Bar-
bee lake, one of the few large bodies
of woodland left in Northern Indiana,
has recalled to the minds of older cit-
izens the former wealth of walnut
and poplar near Pierceton, says the
Pierceton Record. William and J. G.
McNamara are among those who
helped lay many of the giants of the
forest low, when such a patch as the
Elder forest was little noticed.

“Between Dutchtown up here north
of Wooster and Chapman lake stood
a poplar tree 9 feet in diameter,” said
J. G. MecNariara, the other day. “O
such timber! It was certainly im-
mense in all that region! I ran what
was, I think, the first saw mill in that
neighborhood. It was the Jacob Sny-
der mill and I run it for him in 1859,

“My, but we've burned many a
thousand feet of the finest poplar aad
walnut you could imagine in big log
rollings around Pierceton.

“The finest of wide walnut, even
24 to 30 inches wide, sold for $12 to
$14 a thousand.” The finest tree I
think 1 ever cut was a huge walnut

6 feet and 1 inch at the butt and was
all curly grained clear to the top. I
think the stump is still standing. That |
tree was split up and taken to the|

Mr. McNamara told of other giant
trees and of the richness of the
supply of timber. The saw mills
all equipped with the old i
saws, he said. “I believe I filed
first buzz saw brough’ into
neighborhood,” said Le.

Much of the walnut was squared

market, America being too well sup-
plied with timber to create a demand.
It is different now,

Charge Gross Fraud,
Whether Agnes F. Barney, widow
of Samuel F. Barney, founder of the
wrecked American Mutual Life insur-
ance company, of Elkhart, and her
sons, Hugh C, Richard Carl, Wade
and Terrance Barney can be held

of the concern alleged to have been
misappropriated by the founder, will
soon be determined in a suit to be
filed in the Elkhart circuit court by
the Elkhart County Trust company,
:'I:cl. receiver for the American Mut-
- Hundreds of policy hol

diana, Illinois, Michigan, Ohio,
Pennsylvania and New York are in-

3 - T -y,

holders in In-

gation.

If the Samuel E. Barney estate is
held for the big shortage, policy
holders will realize something on
their claims. If it is not so, they will
lose practically everything.

If the suit against the Barney es-
tate is successful, and all of the real
estate left by Samuel E. Barney is
seized, it will not pay more than 25
per cent of the sum he is alleged to
have misappropriated in the manage-
ment of the American Mutual,

Lobbyists Out of Nebraska.

The Nebraska legislature has pass-
ed a bili making it a misdemeanor,
punishable by heavy fine, for any cor-
poration to employ a professional
loBbyist, and restricting all compan-
ies and individuals to arguments be-
fore committees. To this end any
preson frequenting the capitol, with-
out apparcnt occupation, may be ar-
rested, questioned and ejected from
the building, and if they return may

closes. This is understood to be pre-
liminary to a variety of radical re-
form laws which have been introduc-
ed for a 2-cent passenger rate, direct
primary elections, rate regulation, an-
ti-passes, etc.

The legislatures of Kansss and
Soyth Dakota are also considering
similar measures.

Indications of Qil and Gas.

Don’t get scared, but it is a fact
that in boring for the new well at
the Kamm & Schellinger Brewing
Co., in the search for pure water, the
drill has recently encountered a body
of clay which gives forth unmisiak-
able evidence of ecrude petroleum.
The company is after pure water, to
be used in brewing their famous beer
and for manufacturing artificial ice,
but if they should strike the oil or
gas gusher, they would not be very
badly dissappointed—nor the citizens,
either,

The well is down over 400 feet at
present, and the contract stipulates
an ultimate depth of 750 feet, if nec-
essary. The drill is now in limestone
rock.—Mishawaka Enterprise,

An Honest Man.

One honest man has been found.
He lives at Warsaw and has just paid
every cent of a $20,000 indebtedness
notwithstanding the fact that he was
discharged as a bankrupt ten years
ago. After his failure he became in-
terested in Christian Science which
quickened his conscience. ‘This is
about as substantial a testimonial as
science has received, remarks an ex-
change. Everybody should be inter-
ested in seeing a growth of the teach-
ing among business men.

New York Tenement Houses.

The tenement inspectors in New
York City have found over 325000

on F. P. Seller's place. It mamred].

and shipped east to go to the |

responsible for $86,163.73 of the funds| '

terested in the outcome of this liti- |

be confined in jail until the mmﬂ
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At the end of two hours of osatory
in the Senate Monday afternoon, dur-
mg which leaders on the Republican
side & e
with greatest mam 'i ‘_',- ;!
would cast a stigma on the nbers
of the Legislature, and many of the 1
hurling defiance at the administrati
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manded by the city council, it is stat-
ed. A resolution recommending that
the legislature pass such an act 3 3 ‘_'_»'
carried by a vote of 42 to 15. The

council's state legislation

ocrat.

light nor ventilation.
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